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MEMBERSHIP
Aggressive Campaign Kicked off at District Assembly

It was a hot,humid Saturday. Visions of golf, fishing or maybe planting a garden danced
in their heads but  71 dedicated District 7370 Rotarians and a few of our friends from
a neighboring District listened attentively as newly appointed Regional Rotary
International Membership Coordinator PDG Joe Dino and his team gave us the tools
necessary to go out and get our “ASK” in gear.

District 7370 had membership growth in 2001 when PDG Howard Benner intro-
duced the “Global Quest” and I know we will do it again! We were re-introduced to
FRANK: Friends,Relatives,Associates,Neighbors and Kids,which are great ways to

increase membership. PDG Kelly W ike covered membership and
retention while PDG Ray Streib challenged us to go out and
extend our clubs. PDG Ray committed his time to visit us again
when we are ready for an extension. Al l we need is a core group
ready to join and willing to learn about the great things we do as
Rotarians.Club Secretary, Marge McBreen,of the Port Carbon
Rotary,has accepted his challenge and many more of you expressed
an interest to do the same.

Among our guests were District 7470 PDG Dick Drukker,
District 7410 DG Melanie Tek and District 7410 PDG Tom Visigilio who will be asked
to lead one of our Membership sessions this Fall.

We were entertained with the “W izard of Odds”by the Ashland Rotary Club under
the musical direction of Diane Calhoun.Many thanks to President Connie Wydra
(Dorothy) and her two adorable Totos, President-elect Paula Marquardt (W icked
Witch) along with Sec.Debbie Hall (Glenda)and Debbie’s son Future Rotarian David
Hall (Monkey)  PP Darcie Gruber (Scarecrow) DGN Jim Gruber (Lion) our District
Treasurer Dick Berger (The Wizard) and the hilarious Jeff Dray (T in Man).

Fellowship followed.An amazing chicken and biscuit lunch was provided by the
Muncy Methodist Church. Topping off the meal with ice cream sundaes and home
baked cookies made it difficult for us to get back into our cars for the journey back home!

Our next Membership Meeting will be announced shortly. Membership meetings
will be hosted by the Assistant Governors.I encourage everyone to attend the meetings
and pick up a few pointers that will increase your confidence to ASK.

We can provide you with all kinds of information, techniques and “Be my Guest
Cards”but it’s up to YOU!  It ’s the job of each and every ONE of us.

Think of what wonderful things could be done if 
we each brought in ONE new member this year.

Membership 
Philosophy

Imagine if your club were to lose 10% of
its members.How would that affect your
service program? What projects might
not get finished? Which ones might
never have been started? Now consider
what your club could accomplish with
10% or 5% or even 2% more members.

Think about the professional
expertise you could add to your club's
overall profile simply by fil ling open
classifications. Think about the new
ideas and club service projects that could
be initiated.Think about the additional
people to take on leadership and com-
mittee roles.Every new Rotarian brings
a range of personal and professional
resources and knowledge that can
strengthen your club's ability to serve
throughout the community and the
world.This section will provide you with
resources and tools for membership
development. The three essential ele-
ments of membership growth are:

1. the recruitment of new members;
2. the retention of existing members;
3. the extension of Rotary through the 

formation of new clubs.

These elements are equally important,as
il lustrated by this simple equation:

New Members (recruitment)
+ Retaining Members (retention) 

+ New Clubs (extension) 
= MEMBERSHIP 

Each of these elements needs to be
emphasized at the club and district lev-
els. For more information log on to
Rotary International’s website at
www.Rotary.org.
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Many of you asked how and when I
joined Rotary,so here it is.My father, John
V. Finn, owned the Melrose Restaurant in
Shenandoah.He was dedicated to this lit-
tle community that made it possible for
him to provide his family with a comfort-
able living.

My two brothers,Jack and Dan,and I
couldn’t wait for Thursdays when dad
would go to Rotary.This meant time alone
with Mom to play board games and eat all
the foods my Mom didn’t prepare when
dad was around.He was a meat and pota-
toes guy! 

Both of our parents stressed the need
to give back to our community. Mom was
a “church lady,” actively involved in all
things Lithuanian. She supported my
father in Rotary events but refused to be
called a “Rotary Ann”.

From as early as age 10,I begged my
father to let me work in the restaurant.He
would always reply, “You’ll be working a
long time. Enjoy your childhood.” I kept
asking and he kept refusing.Then one day
when Iwas 13,the waitress who always
served at Rotary was ill. The restaurant
was busy and my dad said,“Here’s your
chance. Do you want to serve the
Rotarians tonight?”

I was so excited and impressed by
these men.Walking to the restaurant I
went over all the things I had to do. I was
nervous,but it was all that I thought it
would be. They seemed to have so much
fun and,by teasing me, I felt I was a part of
the group. Even today, Mr. Zale (I mean
Henry!) calls me mozzie apple.

From then on, I had the job every
week.At 16 my dad and several of mem-
bers asked me to drive them to District
Conference in April. We had relatives in
the area, so after I dropped them off I
would visit until later in the evening. I
drove four consecutive years and it took me
two years to realize they wanted to stay for

the dinner and have a few drinks. I was
the designated driver!      

W hen women were included in
Rotary, I was asked to join the Frackville
Club. I knew my father and his cronies
didn’t approve, so for several years I
declined.Then one day I felt I was ready.

When I was asked again,in 1991,I
accepted.By this time I was 41 and knew I
was going to get the “eye roll” from my dad
when I told him the news.My mom would
be thril led.(I get my compassion from my
dad and my ability to instigate from
mom.) All Hell broke loose.

My dad didn’t know how he was
going to face his buddies.I told him how
proud I was of him and the “guys”when I
was growing up. I wanted the opportunity
to BE one of the guys and be part of the
organization I grew up with.

Grumbling, he left the kitchen and
my mom burst into laughter. She looked at
me and said,“How old are you? And you’re
still looking for his approval? He’ll get over
it. He loves you too much.”

I knew it was important for me to get
to a meeting in Shenandoah,so I warned
him with a phone call one morning saying
I would be doing a “make up” at his club.
Dead silence.Then he said,“I guess I’ll see
you tonight.” He had since retired so meet-
ings were held in Quatarolo’s. I arrived
only to be ignored by several of the older
members.I continued to strike up conver-
sations and got nowhere.

I did, however, get asked back as I had
left with $10.50 less in my pocket from
fines.There was a 50 cent charge every
time you called someone “Mr.”Even today,
I have a hard time greeting some of the
Shenandoah members by their first names.

My next meeting with them was won-
derful, and they soon decided maybe it was
time for them to get a woman into the
club. I was invited to her installation and I
think the current members will agree, the

women they have in the Shenandoah club
are good, strong individuals who con-
tribute much to the success of their club.

W hen looking for new members,
KEEP ASKING. If the Frackville club did
not continue to pursue me I probably
would never have become a Rotarian.
TIMI NG is everything.

We all have other agendas.There will
be months or years that we never miss a
meeting or event. There will be times
when our lives are so busy that it seems
impossible to get to weekly meetings.But
we are all volunteers.

We are Rotarians because we know
there is no better organization. We are
proud of our club and district’s accom-
plishments. Share this pride with others.
They don’t know what they are missing! 

The first time I attended a District
function is when I think I fully realized
just how proud I was to be a Rotarian.
Whether you are a long-term or new
member, get out and see what is going on
in the District. It opens up a whole new
world for you.

Being an AG and serving on commit-
tees provided me with the opportunity to
get to know most of you. In some clubs I
know all of the members and in the rest I
know at least half. My goal this year is to
get to know ALL of you,work with you on
making our clubs better and stronger, and
meeting our goals for this year. I would be
thril led if each of our clubs in the District
were to receive the Presidential Citation.

Serving Rotary International as well
as you, my fellow Rotarians,is an honor.
The training I’ve gone through has helped
me not only in Rotary,but also in business.

It is my job and that of your club
President to Lead the Way. I hope you are
looking forward to a fun-fil led year. I know
I am.

Yours In Rotary,
DG Noreen

NOB’S NOTES

Growing Up With Rotary

This is just the first newsletter ofour new Rotary year. I’ve given you MYstory,and now I want to hear from you!Why did you join Rotary?
Why are you proud to be a Rotarian?Email your story to newseltter editor Erica (eramus@comcast.net) and share it with the rest ofus! 



CLUB CORNER

Bloomsburg Rotary Club #5302
The Bloomsburg Rotary Club has been very active this past year. The Club participated in the Community Friendship Meal,serving
meals at a local church to people in need.Included are pictures of Rotary,Rotaract and Interact participants in this effort. Club mem-
bers cleaned the areas around the two Rotary pavilions in the Bloomsburg Town Park as well as putting in new plantings.

The Club visited two sites during the year. Members toured the dining facilities at Bloomsburg University to learn how the dining
services feeds 3,000+ students three meals per day for seven
days per week.Af ter eating with the students,members com-
mented on the quality of the meal and the range of choices
offered to the students by Aramark, the contracted food serv-
ice provider. Members also visited the Benigna’s Creek
Winery in June to sample wines,have a meal on the terrace,

and tour the winery.The Club got a good perspective on the
wine industry in Pennsylvania.

The Club has continued to forge close relationships with
area high school students through the Interact Club, and
Bloomsburg University students through the Rotaract Club.
International students attending Bloomsburg University
from Nepal and India made presentations on their countries.
The Club hosted a Student of the Week each week,inviting
exemplary students and their parents from area high schools
to attend meetings and receive a certif icate.

MEET THE DISTRICT TRAINER

Roy C. Kissinger
Roy joined the Hegins-Valley View Rotary Club in 1970 and was President 1975-1976.He served as our
District Governor in 1987-1988,receiving a Presidential Citation as Governor, and in 1992 and 1995 he
was a delegate to the Council on Legislation. Among numerous other awards,he received the Foundation
Citation of Meritorious Service (1989) and Foundation Distinguished Service Award (1991).In 1994 the

leaders of Zones 31 and 32 decided a Mentoring Program would benefit all incoming District Governors,and Roy served as a men-
tor for numerous Governors.Roy was on the RI Train The Trainer committee for three years.

The Kissinger family is a true Rotary Family.They have hosted seven exchange students in the past,and Roy’s partner, Alice, is
also a Past President of the Hegins-Valley View Rotary Club. In October of 2004,Alice and daughter Kathryn joined District 7390
as 86 people from four nations participated in a humanitarian mission to Brazil.During the 10-day trip, the group completed 14
projects in different areas of the country. Kathryn was 2005-2006 President of York West Rotary Club, and her husband is a mem-
ber of the York North Rotary Club. Son Andrew joined the Sunbury Rotary Club in 2004 but had to resign when he was relocated
in 2006.Al l are Paul Harris Fellows.Roy is a partner in an insurance firm and has been an insurance broker for 46 years.



ATTENTION
CLUB SECRETARIES

Monthly attendance 
will be sent to 

Darcie Gruber
Darcie57@yahoo.com

Prior to the end of the month 
she will email you the form. 

Please fill in the blanks and reply to
her. Please notify her when your 
membership numbers change.

ATTENTION
CLUB TREASURERS

Please email your home address,
phone number and email to  

District T reasurer Dick Berger
Rlberger38 @losch.net

He will send our District dues to 
you directly. Please notify him when
your membership numbers change.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
CRYSTAL D OMAL AKES

Classification: accountant
Employment:Jones Kahanski

Club: Frackville, PA  
Sponsor: Karen L.Domalakes

2006-2007 Official Visits
Your Assistant Governor will contact you prior to the date to confirm date, time and location.Board
meetings may be held before or after the Official Visit. Thank you all for returning your Planning
Guides to me. You are surely Leading The Way! 

July 3 Monday Renovo
July 6 Thursday Bloomsburg
July 10 Monday Milto n
July 11 Tuesday Montoursville

Lock Haven
Lock Haven Downtown

July 12 Wednesday Tamaqua
Pottsville
Hegins-Valley View

July 13 Thursday Mil l Hall
Lewisburg

July 18 Tuesday Ashland
July 19 Wednesday Lewisburg Sunrise
July 24 Monday Williamsport

Shamokin
July 25 Tuesday Minersville
July 31 Monday Muncy
August 1 Tuesday Danville
August 2 Wednesday Frackville
August 3 Thursday Berwick
August 7 Monday Port Carbon
August 15 Tuesday Tower City-Porter
August 17 Thursday Elysburg
August 22 Tuesday West Snyder-Beaver Springs
August 24 Thursday Sunbury
August 29 Tuesday Mount Carmel
September 5 Tuesday Mahanoy City
September 7 Thursday Selinsgrove
September 12 Tuesday Hughesville
September 14 Thursday Shenandoah
September 21 Thursday Southern Schuylkil l
September 28 Thursday Ringtown

Check our District website frequently for updates and more information:

www.rotary7370.org

DISTRICT EVENT

Welcome to 
Schuylkill County!

Saturday,
September 9th

Tour Yuengling Brewery,
Jerry’s Classic Car

Museum, and visit the
downtown Pottsville Craft

Fair. In the afternoon we will
take the Lokie at Pioneer
Tunnel and experience a

nostalgic underground
adventure. Hot dogs and
burgers will be provided.

$20 per person

Contact DG Noreen 
to save your spot!


