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TOP 14 REASONS WHY
YOU SHOULD CONSIDER ATTENDING 

CONFERENCE THIS YEAR
• The Committee has worked aggressively to make sure

there is something for EVERYONE
• Opportunity to visit the State Capitol prior to conference
• New Member and First T ime Conference Corner located

in the HOUSE OF FRIENDSH IP
• ROTARY SCAVENGER HUNT
• Mardi Gras Parade on Friday night…prize for the club

with the largest KREWE! (club members)
• Prizes for the Best Mardi Gras Costume…Will you be

the KING or QUEEN of Mardi Gras! Don’t feel like coming in
costume? Mardi Gras colors are Gold,Purple, Black and of
course, Green! 

• Friday night CASINO NIGH T with proceeds going to

The Gift of Lif e  Program…fabulous prizes and a lot of FUN!
• Youth Exchange Silent Auction … exciting items to bid

on!
• Saturday is Paul Harris Recognition Day (wear your

medallion all day to show support of the Foundation)
• Round table discussions with topics guaranteed to interest

you!
• Saturday Night DIAMONDS AND DE NIM B AL L.

Denim skirts,jeans,jackets..diamonds,ball gowns,tuxedos ...
you name it! Dress comfortably and enjoy a fine dinner and
short program.Music by “Af ter Hours”

• Celebration of Life Memorial Service Sunday morning 
• Our traditional “AULD L ANG SYNE” Brunch and

“peek” into the future plans of incoming DG Corbett!
• Plenary sessions and more Rotary information than you

ever thought existed 
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THER E!

DISTRICT CONFERENCE
Holiday Inn Harrisburg East    ~    April 27-28-29

Are you ready to party?

Support Gift of Life at Conference
Gif t of Lif e is a humanitarian effort with the singular purpose of saving children’s lives by providing open heart
surgery to correct fatal congenital heart defects.It is available to all children,regardless of race, color, religion,
or national origin, for whom we are the last hope. At any given time, world-wide, there are 5.5 million such chil-
dren in need of surgical intervention.

Gif t of Lif e began in 1974 when the Rotary Club of Manhasset,NY, answered a request for help from the
Kampala Rotary Club in Uganda,Af rica. A 5 year old child, Grace Agwara,was brought to St. Francis Hospital
in Roslyn,NY, where on November 15 she underwent a successful four-hour procedure to close a hole between

the two lower chambers of her small heart. Grace returned home in a few weeks wit the gift of  a new life. Today,she is a teacher.
Since then,more than 8,000 children from all areas of the world, ranging in age from 6 months to 18 years,have been spon-

sored by Rotary Clubs in the Gift of Lif e network for corrective heart treatments.They’ve come from Bosnia,Croatia,Dominican
Republic,Egypt, Greece, Grenada,Guyana,Haiti, Honduras,Hungary,India,Iraq,Jamacia,Korea,Kurdistan,Mexico, Nigeria,Peru,
Phillipines,Russia,Sri Lanka,Syria,Tr inidad, Ukraine …and the list grows.

District 7370 has the opportunity to be involved in this life changing project.The Danville Rotary Club has been working with
DG Noreen,Gif t of Lif e, International and Geisinger Medical Center to establish Gift of Lif e – Rotary District 7370.Our first
kick-off fundraising event will be at District Conference. DG Noreen has generously allocated the funds(continued on pg. 2)



Cinderella’ s Closet
Formals Needed!

Sponsored by Frackville Rotary. Winter
formals being accepted for the October
opening of Cinderella's Closet. Our
February sale was a huge success with
over 120 young girls purchasing the
gowns of their dreams. Thanks to every-
one who donated their slightly used
gowns.

Casino Night
March 24, 2007

Milton Rotary presents Casino Night, 7-11
p.m. at the Watson Inn. Live auction at 10
p.m., raffle at 11 p.m. Tickets $10 in
advance or $12 at the door. Includes free
crazy cash and refreshments. All proceeds
benefit the community. 

2007-2008 Multi-District
PETS Training

March 30-31, 2007
Scranton Hilton

5th Annual Ladies’ Day Expo
& Chinese Auction

April 14, 2007
Sponsored by Frackville Rotary. Saturday
at Cardinal Brennan High School. Vendors
dealing with women’s issues, home based
businesses, food, refreshments. Expo is
free. Chinese auction is $10. 

District Conference
April 27, 28, 29, 2007

Come celebrate Mardi gras at the newly
remodeled Holidy Inn, East-Harrisburg.

More information will follow soon!
Rotary International

Conference
June 17-20, 2007

Join family, friends, and Rotarians from
around the world at Rotary's largest annu-
al get-together! Register online for the
2007 Rocky Mountain Rendezvous at
www.rotary.org! 

Plan your itinerary using the preliminary
program (PDF) that lists activities planned
by Rotary International and the Host
Organization Committee (HOC). Visit the
Host Organization Committee site to pur-
chase tickets to host events, sign up for
tours, and research nearby natural attrac-

tions and historic sites. 
Salt Lake City is within a day’s drive of

15 historic monuments and scenic nation-
al parks, including Yellowstone, Grand
Teton, and Arches. Why not plan a family
vacation? Reserve your hotel online and
take advantage of some of the lowest
rates ever! 

Enjoy stirring speakers such as Hyrum
Smith of Franklin Covey and sensational
entertainment including a performance by
renowned New Zealand opera singer
Dame Malvina Major. Go online for more
details: www.rotary.org

DISTRICT EVENTS

Have you ever had the
desire to see the beautiful

scenery of Utah?

Do you enjoy meeting
other Rotarians and 

sharing ideas?

If we can interest enough people, we can take 
District 7370 to the Rocky Mountain Rendezvous

2007 Salt Lake City Convention
June 17-20, 2007

For convention information check our district website

www.Rotary7370.net
District 7370 Chair Connie Wydra

Why does the Rotary 
Year Start July 1?

Dollars and some good financial sense are why the Rotary year
starts 1 July – at least that’s what the RI auditors said, according
to 1912-13 RI President Glenn C. Mead’s report in the September
1913 issue of The Rotarian.

The auditors found that the organization’s affairs had been
managed “honestly and carefully.” Still, RI was growing and had
recently become an international organization, and its needs were
changing.

The secretary and treasurer needed more time to prepare,
audit, and check the organization’s financial statements by the
end of the calendar year. The auditors recommended that the
organization close its financial books for the year on 30 June,
which was after the RI Convention. The Board of Directors
agreed, and ever since, the Rotary year has begun on 1 July.

Gift of Life (from page 1)
raised at Casino Night to support our Gift of Lif e project.
Participants will purchase play money at the door to gamble
with. We are hoping each club will be willing to provide an
item for the auction following casino night.When the tables
close at 9:00 PM,those present will be able to bid on the auc-
tion items with the monies they have won. It wil l be a fun
night for all and the proceeds will be the start of our funds to
bring our first child to Geisinger for heart surgery. Everyone
in the district has the opportunity to participate in this inter-
national project and to change a child’s lif.

For more information about Gift of Lif e or Casino
Night at District Conference please contact PDG Donna
Phillips (donnaz@uplink.net) at 336-0882.PDG Donna or
a member of the Danville Rotary Club would be more than
willing to visit your club to provide a program as well.



HILL A, Iraq -- Hours before getting
kil led the way he feared most,Capt.Brian
S. Freeman looked up and smiled when
Abu Ali dropped by his office.

Af ter nearly six months of overcom-
ing financial and bureaucratic hurdles in a
war zone, Freeman told the Iraqi man,
there were promising signs that a pair of
U.S. visas -- the last big step in getting
Abu Ali's 11-year-old son to the United
States for lifesaving heart surgery --
would be issued soon.

The Iraqi was speechless.He asked
an interpreter to express his gratitude to
the tall American soldier who had made
saving the child's life an unofficial mis-
sion. Then he pulled out his camera,
swung his arm around Freeman's broad
shoulders and posed for three photo-
graphs.

Hours later, shortly before sunset Jan.
20, armed men in GMC trucks stormed
into the government building in Karbala,
in southern Iraq.They killed an American
soldier, handcuffed Freeman and three
other U.S. soldiers,hauled them into the
vehicles and drove off. Freeman and the
other abducted soldiers were later slain by
the attackers.

Freeman,31, a West Point graduate
and Army Reservist, left his young wife
and two toddlers in Temecula,Calif., last
spring to deploy to Iraq.

He was unenthusiastic about the war,
but once his uniform was on, friends said,
Freeman embarked on his mission with
the optimism and stamina that defined
him.

"Most of us here understand the pol-
itics of war," said Capt.Matthew Lawton,
one of Freeman's close friends in Iraq.
"Brian didn't really agree with the war, I
think. But he understood,going to West
Point,going to the military -- that was the
right thing to do."

The local police chief pulled Freeman
aside one day in late April and told him
about the ailing boy.

The second of five children, Ali
Abdulameer was born with a debilitating
heart condition that gradually restricted
his blood flow. Barring surgery, his father
said, the boy's chances of making it to
adulthood were slim. Physicians in
Karbala and Baghdad offered bleak prog-

noses.
"Baghdad doctors always gave me

promises,but nothing ever happened,"
Abu Ali said.

Af ter hearing about the case,
Freeman got online and typed the words
"Iraqi kids heart surgery" into the Google
search query. The name of a fellow civil
affairs soldier he didn't know popped up.
He sent her a note asking for help.

Staff Sgt.Marikay Satryano,an Army
Reservist from Tarrytown, N.Y., had
become something of an expert in cutting
through red tape to get Iraqi children
abroad for critical medical care. Stationed
at the U.S. Embassy in Amman,Jordan,
Satryano wrote back outlining how to get
the process started.

"Here's the hard part: funding," she
wrote. "We are penniless here. No budget,
no pot of gold." As soldiers,they were
barred from soliciting money directly, she
explained."But we CAN make people
aware of this child, SO if you know per-
sons that are interested in saving this
child, the magic number is $8,000 USD.
Yup. That'll do it."

Freeman spent the next few months
collecting medical records and contacting
charity organizations.His wife,Charlotte,
helped out,making calls and sending e-
mails.

Freeman e-mailed the chairman of
Gif t of Lif e International, a New York-
based nonprofit organization that con-
nects low-income children suffering from
serious heart ailments with top-notch
hospitals.Cases that originate in Iraq are
among the toughest the foundation tack-
les because errands that are complicated
anywhere have become an odyssey in Iraq.

Freeman had to get Ali Abdulameer's
medical records to doctors in New York
and apply for U.S. visas at the consulate in
Amman. The Iraqis had to obtain new
passports with enhanced security features
now required for visa applicants from the
Midd le East.And they had to provide
documentation to prove that the child was
stable enough for the 13-hour flight to
New York.

Gradually, the pieces began coming
together. Schneider Children's Hospital
in New York agreed to perform the oper-
ation at a reduced fee and Gift of Lif e

took the case.
"A child is a common dominator

between all of us," said Robert Donno,
Gif t of Lif e chairman."The person in Iraq
and the person in Amman and the person
in New Jersey understand what this child
means to his father."

Freeman sent a flurry of e-mails each
week to get status reports and answer
questions.He mailed medical records,set
up appointments and helped with pass-
port and visa errands.

Before heading to California for a
vacation in December, Freeman stopped
by the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, left his
home phone number and personal e-mail
and asked the embassy officials who had
been tracking the case to keep him updat-
ed.

He returned to Karbala in January.
Near the end of the week of Jan.14, he
checked in with Satryano. He always was
positive and polite, she said,but they both
worried that a problem with the visa
application that might set them back sev-
eral weeks,while Ali Abdulameer's condi-
tion deteriorated.

"We had been touching base all
week," Satryano said."How's it going,
how's it going? You know how bugs in the
summer call to each other."

Freeman's time in Iraq made him
reexamine what he wanted to do with his
life, friends said.He thought about going
to graduate school after finishing his tour
and talked of starting a nonprofit organi-
zation to get Iraqi children medical care
abroad. "Vets for Kids," they could call it,
he told a fellow soldier. His eagerness to
help Ali Abdulameer, a boy he never met,
was an effort to make meaningful contri-
butions in a devastated country.

"It may have started with a program
we saw on Doctors Without Borders," his
wife,Charlotte, said in a telephone inter-
view. "He was very moved by the fact that
these people went to dangerous situations
and helped out,and their philosophy was
that's how you let people around the
world know there are good people who
will help. That was his vision."

On Jan.20,Freeman went online and
tried to get a new case off the ground.He
had come across the medical file of a crit-

Quest to Heal Iraqi Boy Became a Final Mission
By Ernesto Londoño, Washington Post Staff Writer,

Thursday, February 15,2007;A01

(continued on page 4) 



ically ill girl younger than Ali
Abdulameer. Again,he set out to beat the
odds.

"These are very poor and do not have
a G-Series passport," Freeman wrote in
an e-mail to a colleague at the military's
National Iraqi Assistance Center in
Baghdad, referring to passports with
enhanced security features. "A tr ip to
Baghdad might be out of their reach
financially. If we get close to something
happening on this,I can raise the money."

That evening a group of English-
speaking armed men wearing what looked
like American military uniforms and
badges drove up to the building in a con-
voy of at least six GMC trucks.

The men stormed into the building
and detonated sound bombs and
grenades.Freeman was in his office and
didn't get to his weapon in time. He and
three of the soldiers who reported to him
were abducted at gunpoint.

It was among his biggest fears.The
conventional wisdom among soldiers had
it that they'd save their last bullet for
themselves rather than fall into the hands
the enemy alive.

"We all talked about that," said Capt.
Henry Domeracki, one of Freeman's close
friends in Iraq."You know what they do -
- cut off our heads,burn us."

The attackers drove into neighboring

Babil province, several miles away.
"That is the hardest thing when I

think about Brian," Domeracki said."We
know that he was in the car with the cuffs
on. We know he was praying, asking God
to look after his kids."

The gunmen abandoned five of the
vehicles. Iraqi soldiers later found the
bodies of two soldiers handcuffed togeth-
er in the back of one of the vehicles.
Freeman's body was left on the ground.
Al l three had been fatally shot.The fourth
soldier was found alive,but died en route
to the hospital.

Abu Ali was notified the following
day by an interpreter who worked with
the soldier. He was crushed,but under-
stood he needed to mourn in silence.

"I could not express myself openly,"
said Abu Ali,who asked that his full name
not be published out of concern for his
safety. "If I w ere to express myself openly
they'd know I deal with Americans and if
they knew I deal with Americans they'd
call me a traitor."

Freeman's group of close friends in
Iraq -- "The Dir ty Dozen," they called
themselves -- were inconsolable.

"The first three days,all of us cried,"
Domeracki said."Al l of us cried for three
days."

The following night, Satryano was
working late. She dropped by the con-
sulate, where the woman tracking the

pair's visas was still at her desk.
"Actually, that came in today," the

consulate official told her, referring to the
approval notices.

Elated,Satryano called her counter-
part in Baghdad.Capt.Lance Carr sound-
ed awful.She didn't understand.

"We lost a civil affairs soldier," he told
her.

"I heard," she responded. "Do you
know who it was?"

"Captain Freeman," he said.
"No way!" she said."This is his kid! I

just talked to him yesterday, like at 12."
He was one of the good guys, she

thought to herself that night.Why did
they have to kill one of the good guys?

Freeman was buried Feb. 1. He left
behind two children, Gunnar, who will
turn 3 next month, and Ingrid, a 1-year-
old who began taking her first steps while
he was home for Christmas.

Ali Abdulameer and his father are
expected to arrive in New York this week.
Af ter the surgery, they hope to meet
Freeman's widow.

"I want to be there for the father,"
Charlotte said."I'm sure he has a need to
meet me just as I feel the need to meet
him."

Staff writer Ann Scott Tyson in
Washington contributed to this report.

(continued from page 3)

Lewisburg Sunrise Rotarian’s Brother Makes The Rotarian
Barbara Allison of the Lewisburg Sunrise Rotary club has a brother (Terry Barnett) who is pictured in our February issue of

The Rotarian teaching the Rotary Peace Scholars.Terry Barnett is President of CMI Washington/Carolina,and served as Founding
Chairman of Conflict Management,Inc. and Conflict Management Group (offshoots of the Harvard Negotiation Project) from
1984-97. Mr. Barnett resides in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

A lawyer and negotiator by training, Mr. Barnett specializes in aiding clients in complex,multi-party, multi-issue negotiations,
among parties who too often have sub-optimal working relationships,high emotions,and ineffective communications. Mr. Barnett
also acts as a mediator and facilitator among, and trainer of, parties to such negotiations.He leads courses on international conflict
management for the University of North Carolina and Duke University. He also works with corporations,government agencies,
banks,multinational organizations, trade associations,universities and other organizations based in the mid-Atlantic region. He
assists strategic relationship alliances,facilitates organizational change, advises negotiation teams,conducts negotiation-training
workshops,and resolves internal and external disputes.Mr. Barnett has advised officials regarding a number of international water
basins.These basins include the Nile, Mekong, Ganges,and Niger rivers,and international aquifers such as the Guanari in South
America. Mr. Barnett’s most extensive work has been as an advisor to the World Bank’s water sector, and especially to its Nile River
Basin team since 1997.His work has included training team and riparian officials in negotiation and joint problem-solving skills,
designing and facilitating multi-party working sessions,coaching and advising individual officials,and mediating among diverse
interests both within and among riparian countries.

Prior to the founding of Conflict Management,Mr. Barnett was a partner in a D.C. law firm for ten years,served with several
committees of the U.S. Senate, and founded corporations providing cellular telephone services for various U.S. cities. He received an
M.P.P. from the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard and his J.D. from Harvard Law School. Mr. Barnett is married to
Virginia Carson; they have three grown children.

CMI Washington/Carolina acts as an advisor to and trainer for organizations and individuals on negotiation,and on the process
by which they manage critical external and internal relationships around the globe.



Celebrate World Water 
Day on 22 March

Rotary clubs and districts worldwide will commemorate World Water Day on 22
March. Water is one of RI President Bill Boyd’s emphases,and Rotarians are
encouraged to honor World Water Day by initiating discussions — or better yet
— water-related service projects.

This year’s theme, Coping with water scarcity, highlights the importance of
cooperation throughout society as well as an integrated approach to managing
water resources at the international and local levels.

Rotary clubs and districts have a long history of initiating projects that help
communities get access to safe, fresh water. These projects range from digging
wells to implementing water filtr ation systems.Read about recent water projects
in Sudan and the Dominican Republic.

The coordinating agency for World Water Day 2007, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), will host a ceremony on
22 March at its headquarters in Rome. A related event,Rotary and Water Day
at FAO, is slated for 24 March. Rotarians who are interested in learning more
about either event may contact RI's FAO representatives Marco Randone (fax:
+39 06 678 4370) and Antonio Lico. To get ideas for this year’s Water Day, read
about what happened during World Water Day 2006.

Congratulations Rotary Club of 
Lock Haven: Recipient of PR Grant

The Rotary Club of Lock Haven received a 2006-2007 Rotary International
Public Relations Grant in the amount of $1,500 to cover the cost of billboards
as part of the club’s three-month campaign to promote Rotary in Clinton
County.

According to club president Brent Jones,the quest for the PR grants this
year was highly competitive with RI receiving almost 4,000 applications from
Rotary clubs in more than 100 countries.“We were delightfully surprised
when RI notif ied us that our small club right here in Clinton County,
Pennsylvania,had competed with thousands of other clubs worldwide and had
been awarded PR grant funds,” Jones said.

Club Public Relations Chair Loretta Coltrane,who wrote the grant appli-
cation, noted that the club’s three-month media campaign,March through
May 2007,has four main objectives:1) Attract new members; 2) Increase
community awareness about Rotary International’s purpose, international
humanitarian projects,efforts to promote world peace, and emphasis on water
and literacy;3) Generate positive perceptions about club’s programs and serv-
ices;and 4) Vitalize our club.

The media campaign will use public service announcements on WNE P-
TV and local radio stations,billboards,news articles,feature articles highlight-
ing members and local projects,two Rotary-related radio talk show programs,
two new Rotary meeting signs at entrances to Lock Haven,and community
displays to inform members of the community about Rotary.

Target audiences for the three-month campaign include:
* business and professional men and women,to inform them about Rotary

and encouragement membership;
* local media to promote Rotary’s public image; Lock Haven University

students,to inform them about Rotary and encourage them to join Rotaract;
* members of the community-at-large,to inform them about Rotary and

encourage support of our club’s activities,projects,and fundraisers;and
* our current club members,to educate them about the many opportuni-

ties for service, fellowship, and leadership available through Rotary and to
encourage and stimulate members to suggest new projects and to participate
actively in local community service and international projects.

New Clubs 
Fuel Growth

According to a 2006 study of RI membership
data,membership continues to decline in exist-
ing Rotary clubs,while new clubs are providing
the foundation for growth. Today, the average
club has 40 members,down from 45 members,
as reported on a 2002 demographic study.

The 2006 study, conducted by RI’s
Membership Development Division, found that
the most common club size is 20,the minimum
requirement for chartering a new club. About
22% have fewer than 20 members,and 4% have
fewer than 11.

As existing clubs become smaller, the num-
ber of new clubs is increasing — by 20%
between 1995 and 2005 — which is leaving
many districts with more clubs but fewer mem-
bers.Although new clubs expand the breadth of
Rotary service, this trend highlights the chal-
lenges of retention in existing clubs.

Chris Offer, chair of RI’s Membership
Development Committee, attributes changing
membership patterns to several factors.One is
action by the Council on Legislation that liber-
alized restrictions on club territory and lowered
the number of members required to charter a
new club to 20.Another factor is not making
membership a club priority.

“Many clubs simply are not giving member-
ship the attention it requires.It is not easy to
recruit new members,” Offer says.He points out
that new clubs have energy, enthusiasm,and a
clear goal to achieve in order to charter.
“Membership recruitment cannot be a periodic
campaign;rather, clubs must have active com-
mittees that work on membership all the time.”

Implementing the Club Leadership Plan is
the best tactic for every club, Offer says.Having
a membership committee that reports directly to
the board “keeps membership on the top of the
club’s agenda.”

Clubs sizes by membership segments*
Members Percentage
10 or less     5%
11-20     22%
21-45 48%
46-75   19%
76-100  4%
101-150   2%

*2006 statistics are based against a 
total number of clubs,29,164,not including RIBI.

Source:RI Membership Development Division

This article originally appeared in 
January 2007 issue ofRotary World.



CLUB CORNER

Berwick Rotary Club #5316
Interact Advisor Debbie Kern Honored

The Berwick Rotary recently honored Interact Advisor Debbie Kern with
a Paul Harris Fellowship Award. The award was presented to Debbie for her
exceptional work in directing Interact’s many activities,service to school and
the community.

The Berwick Rotary will give $1,000 in her name to the International
Rotary Foundation. In the photo below, past District Governor Walter Lutz
presents Debbie with the Paul Harris Certif icate, pin and medallion, tradition-
al recognition gifts to commemorate the occasion.

--Bob Lombard, Club Treasurer 

Rotary Club of Pottsville
#5316

The Rotary Club of Pottsville meets each Wednesday at noon for lunch at the Pottsville Club. Since its inception in 1915,our club
has sponsored many worthwhile service projects and continues to do so.

Each year we sponsor three $1000 scholarships to deserving students who attend one of the following local educational institu-
tions:Nativity BVM High School,Pottsville High School and Penn State Schuylkil l.

This year alone we have donated over $11,000 and in the last ten years we have contributed over $46,000,not including our con-
tributions to Polio Plus and the Rotary Foundation. Our contributions include $300 to the Pottsville Youth Basketball Program,$100
to Pottsville Legion Baseball and $1500 to the Pottsville Area High School Band for instrument repair.

In addition, the bi-annual Hops,Vine and Dine, enabled us to donate $5600 to Avenues,a local non-profit organization that advo-
cates for the independence,productivity,and full participation of people with disabilities.Our  annual fundraisers -  the George Caravan
Hole in One Contest and the Rotary Charity Bowl Game have allowed us to commit to a three year pledge of 1667 for a total of $5000
to the Bicentennial Lasting Legacy Campaign.

Rotary Foundation continues to be an important mission for our club with a total of 58 Paul Harris Fellows,many of which are
multiple donors.In 2003 we awarded “Rotarian of the Year” to Walter Jones who celebrated 68 years of service to Rotary.

Our aggressive membership campaign has resulted in a total of 5 new community members this year. Presently our membership
stands at 58 members who are dedicated to our mission of Service Above Self and the betterment of our quality of life. We are eager to
bring the message of fellowship and leadership to our community at large and welcome all interested individuals to embrace and enjoy
the benefits of membership in Pottsville Rotary.

--Stacy A. Murphy, President 

We’re Looking For Exchange Students!
Every year, about 8,000 young people from around the world participate in Rotary’s Youth Exchange Program. With
Youth Exchange, you can travel to another country, learn a new language, and see how people in another part of the
world live. You become not only part of another culture but also of your host families. They learn about your country,
your culture and your dreams while you learn about theirs. You will also learn about yourself and become a better,
more confident person. As an unofficial ambassador for Rotary and for your country, you will bring the world closer
together while you’re making lifetime friends.Rotary has both long-term and short-term exchange programs. The first is
for the full academic year while the latter is usually during summer vacation. Students for either exchange are selected
by a sponsoring Rotary Club on the basis of a written application and personal interview.

REQUIREMENTS
• Must be between 15 and 18 1/2 years old at the time of departure      • Above average academic achievement
• Outgoing and adventuresome    • Flexible and open to living in a different culture

Youth Exchange is open to the children of Rotarians as well as those of non-Rotarians. When students return,
they will be asked to share their experiences with family, friends, Rotary Clubs, their school and community so that
other young people can learn about Youth Exchange and our global neighbors.



Peace Scholar to Speak at 
We Love Our Foundation Dinner
Conor Fortune, of Vernon, N.J., was District 7470’s successful
candidate for the inaugural class of 70 Rotary World Peace
Fellows,chosen from hundreds of applicants worldwide.

Conor, who is fluent in Spanish,carried out his fellowship at
the Universidad del Salvador in Buenos Aires,Argentina,from
2003-2004, where he earned an M.A. in International
Relations/Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution.

A journalist devoted to improving coverage of conflict and
social injustice worldwide, Conor has previously worked for the
Washington-based freedom of expression organization, The
Student Press Law Center, as well as for the press sections of the
United Nations and the European Commission. He currently
works as a Communications Associate at Human Rights Watch
in New York, and is a contributing writer to the Portland,
Oregon-based online magazine, Global Envision.

At 26,Conor has lived and worked and/or studied in seven
countries,and besides fluency in Spanish and English,he has
basic proficiency in French, Portuguese and Irish.

You didn’t miss it!
Due to the Valentine’s Day blizzard the

WE LOVE OUR
FOUNDATION DINNER

has been postponed to 
Saturday, March 24th 

Same location: Genetti in Hazleton

Please use forms from January
newsletter if this date works for you! 

Remember you can view the prior
newsletters on www.rotary7370.net

2008-2009 Rotary Foundation
Ambassadorial Scholarships

Applications for 2008-2009 Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial
Scholarships, designed to promote international understanding
and friendly relations among people of different countries and cul-
tures, are now available.

The Ambassadorial Scholarships are for full-time study abroad
for one academic year (usually nine months) at a recognized col-
lege or university selected by the student and approved by The
Rotary Foundation Trustees. The scholarship provides funding for
round trip transportation, tuition and fees, books, and room and
board, up to a maximum of $23,000. Both men and women may
apply. To be eligible, applicants must have completed at least two
years of university or college course work, or must have a second-
ary school education and have been employed in a recognized
vocation for at least two years by the time the scholarship begins.
Applicants must also be citizens of a country in which there are
Rotary clubs. Immediate relatives of Rotary members are not eligi-
ble for this scholarship.

Applications must be made through local clubs in either the
Rotary district where the student’s permanent home is located or
where they currently reside while attending a college or university.
Clubs in District 7370 are seeking interested applicants during
March, we will forward all eligible applications to the District
Scholarship Committee by April 15, 2007, with district interviews of
applicants scheduled to take place in May 2007.

The Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarships program is the world’s
largest privately sponsored international scholarship program.
Focused on humanitarian service, personal diplomacy, and aca-
demic excellence, the program has sponsored more than 30,000
Rotary scholars abroad since the program began in 1947.

Application forms are also available online
http:/www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/amb_scho/index.html.

New Insurance Information

Effective 1 March 2007, Rotary International
will have a new insurance broker, 

Lockton Companies, handling certificate 
of insurance issues and insurance questions

for the U.S. Rotary Club and District 
General Liability Program. 

Lockton can be contacted Monday - Friday
8:30 am - 4:30 pm (CST) at the following:

Phone: (800) 921-3172
Email: rotary@lockton.com   

Fax: (312) 681-6769

Certificates of Insurance:  
The process for creating a certificate 
of insurance will be changing slightly. 

Updated instructions can be found on Rotary’s
Insurance webpage at: 

http://www.rotary.org/support/insurance/index.html

Please note:  
The change in insurance brokers does not
affect the insurance coverage for your U.S.

Club or District.  

All certificates of insurance issued by our pre-
vious insurance broker, Aon, 

prior to 1 March 2007 will remain valid.

This notice will also be posted to 
Rotary’s Insurance webpage:

http://www.rotary.org/support/insurance/index.html 



ATTENTION CLUB
TREASURERS

District Treasurer Richard L. Berger
is in the process of mailing District

dues. Please be sure that the 
number of Rotarians in your club 
is listed correctly. It is extremely

important that we have an accurate
count of our members. 

Any questions, contact Dick:

Dick Berger
rlberger38@losch.net

December ATTENDANCE
Numbers       Members Attendance      Meetings
12/01/06        12/31/06            %                   #

Ashland         28               28 75.0% 3
Berwick 28 28 68.0% 2
Bloomsburg --NO REPORT--
Danville 15 15 77.0% 3
Downtown
Lewisburg --NO REPORT--
Downtown 
Lock Haven 20 20 52.0% 3
Elysburg --NO REPORT--
Frackville 32 32 60.0% 4
Hegins-
Valley View 25 25 81.0% 4
Hughesville 22 22 66.0% 3
Lewisburg 
Sunrise 47 47 52.0% 4
Lock Haven 59 59 53.1% 3
Mahanoy Citv 9 9 72.0% 2
Mill Hall Sunrise  --NO REPORT--
Milton 38 38 64.48% 4
Minersville 20 20 77.0% 4
Montoursville --NO REPORT--
Mount Carmel --NO REPORT--
Muncy --NO REPORT--
Port Carbon --NO REPORT--
Pottsville 56 58 40.0% 4
Renovo 34 35 70.0% 4
Ringtown 17 17 65.0% 4
Selinsgrove 52 52 52.6% 3
Shamokin 15 15 62.0% 3
Shenandoah 12 12 80.0% 4
So. Schuvlkill 30 30 57.0% 4
Sunbury 64 66 68.0% 3
Tamaqua 14 14 88.10% 3
Tower-Citv Porter 14 14 52.53%` 3
West Snyder/
Beaver Springs 17 17 86.4% 3
Williamsport 58 57 56.71% 4

Bob Lombard, Treasurer of the Berwick Club is our District webmaster. 
Over the past few months, he has reworked the pages, updated the format

and removed some of the older content. If you have anything you need added
to the site, send an email to Bob and he will get them on the website for you.

Check our District website frequently for updates and more information:

www.rotary7370.net

CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP

CHAIRS

When a new member is 
installed in your club: 

Immediately add them to your
club roster on www.Rotary.org 

Explain their personal MEMBER
ACCESS to www.Rotary.org 

Send the following info to 
District Membership Chairs 

Darcie & Jim Gruber
912 Centre S t. 

Ashland, P A 17921
570-875-2805

Darcie57@yahoo.com

1. Name of new member 
2. Address  

3. Classification
4. Place of Employment 

5. Sponsor

DEADLINES
March 25, 2007

PRESIDENTIAL CITATIONS
DG Noreen O’Boyle

March 25, 2007
RI RECOGNITION OF

MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVES
DG Noreen O’Boyle



January ATTENDANCE
Numbers       Members Attendance      Meetings
1/01/07         1/31/07               %                   #

Ashland         27               27 70.0% 4
Berwick 28 28 51.0% 4
Bloomsburg 48 45 51.8% 3
Danville --NO REPORT--
Downtown
Lewisburg --NO REPORT--
Downtown 
Lock Haven 20 20 53.0% 4
Elysburg 18 17 38.0% 3
Frackville 29 29 45.0% 5
Hegins-
Valley View 25 27 83.0% 5
Hughesville --NO REPORT--
Lewisburg 
Sunrise 47 45 65.0% 5
Lock Haven 58 58 37.7% 4
Mahanoy Citv --NO REPORT--
Mill Hall Sunrise  --NO REPORT--
Milton --NO REPORT--
Minersville 20 20 78.0% 5
Montoursville --NO REPORT--
Mount Carmel --NO REPORT--
Muncy 30 30 60.0% 4
Port Carbon --NO REPORT--
Pottsville 55 55 44.0% 4
Renovo 35 35 73.0% 4
Ringtown 17 17 67.0% 4
Selinsgrove 51 54 54.9% 4
Shamokin 13 11 66.0% 4
Shenandoah --NO REPORT--
So. Schuvlkill 30 31 50.0% 4
Sunbury 66 65 55.0% 4
Tamaqua 14 14 84.29% 5
Tower-Citv Porter 14 14 57.12%` 5
West Snyder/
Beaver Springs 17 17 81.37% 4
Williamsport 57 57 56.67% 4

Due to the Valentine’s
Day snow storm the
WE LOVE OUR
FOUNDATION 

DINNER
has been postponed to
Saturday, March 24th 

Same location:
Genetti in Hazleton

Please use forms from
January newsletter if this

date works for you! 

Remember you can view
the prior newsletters on

www.rotary7370.net

Would Welcome
Cards & Letters

I recently received a letter from PDG
M. Ned Lunger who is now residing in 
Woolrich, Pa. Ned was DG in 1969-

70. According to District 7370 history, 
Ned was the first DG to come from

the Renovo club followed by 
PDG Richard Carl in 1976-77  and

PDG Alex Rauch 2006-2007.

Ned sent me some lovely photos of
his new residence which he believes 

will be permanent. He would be
delighted to hear from Rotarians. 

He sends his best wishes for 2007.

PDG M. Ned Lunger
Heartland Retirement Home

PO Box 210
46 Elementary Lane
Woolrich, PA 17779  Get Well Wishes

PDG Robert Lynch a member of the Lock Haven Rotary Club. 
PDG Bob has been working aggressively with the members of the Mill Hall

club to strengthen their membership. Cards may be sent to his home address:
1 Emerald Drive
Cedar Heights

Mill Hall, PA 17751



ASHLAND
Mary Catherine Flannery 10/06
Dr. Shannon T. Scheuren 10/06

BERWICK
Sudershan Chadha  10/06
Leroy O Diehl Jr   03/06
Patricia Johnson 08/06
Catherine S. Mentrikoski 03/06
Donna Palombo 07/06
Ronald Palombo 07/06
Capt.David Stout 01/06

BLOOMSBURG**
Paul Page 02/06

DANVI LLE
Falguni Batavia  02/06
Carolyn D. Bausch 06/06
Alice Erdly  02/06
Edward Fannon  3/06
Angela Fasold  02/06
Mary Foulke  02/06
Heather Fritz  02/06
Norma jean Fritz  02/06
Jane Hess 09/06
Thomas Hoy  01/07
Tracy D. Johnson  06/06
Michael P. Klees 01/07
Elliot J. Laury  01/07
Beverly Linsky  01/07
Carl Narber  02/06
Kristy Nariskus  02/06
Kwok Ngai  03/06
Kathy Snyder 01/06
Jacqui T itus  06/06

DOWNT OWN L OCK HA VEN**
Marcia Kurzynski  02/06

ELYSBURG
William A. Richie  10/06
L lewelyn Wil liams 04/06

FRACKVI LLE
Markand Amin  09/06
Crystal Domalakes  07/06
Joann Lazusky  09/06
Joseph Mashack Jr  11/06
Kim Mashack 11/06
Joseph Walters 06/06

H EGI NS-VAL LEY VI EW
Kenneth W. Graham  05/06
Lorraine D. Oldham 03/06
Sommer L.Sallada  06/06
Jason D. Stutzman  09/06

Diane Wagner 05/06

H UGH ESVILL E**
Charles Hughes  06/06

LEWISBURG
Wilmer D. Leinbach  07/06
LEWISBURG SUNRISE
Roger Allison  07/06
Greg Barnett  04/06
Michael J. Darden  10/06
Sheri Ferguson  01/06
Lev H. Flournoy II I 10/06
Paul J. Gedroiz  09/06
Will George  04/06
John Kador  09/06
Dr. Emily Militz er  08/06
Lynn Swank 04/06

LO CK HA VEN
Brent D. May  10/06

MAHANO Y CITY**
Sally Fallon  02/06

MI LL HAL L
April Henry 12/06
MI LT ON
Stewart Branscum 08/06
Dr. Barclay M. Wilson  05/06

MI NERSVILLE
Scott M. Parkinson 07/06

MONT OURSVILL E**
Thomas R. Grove  03/06
Madge Guiser 01/06
Judith L.Jones 03/06
Sheri A. Lozak   06/06
MT.CARME L**
Paul Belfonti  06/06
Carmen DFrancesco  06/06
Scott McCormick  05/06

MUNCY**
S. Wayne McPheron  02/06
Roger W. Myers  02/06

PORT CARBON
LeRoy P. Gulden  09/06

POTTSVILLE
Matthew Baran  10/06
Terry Bixler
Sarah J. Bell  03/06
Thomas Cassidy  08/06
Rudy Ghergel

Bruce Krupa  06/06
Dr. Buddy A.Touchinsky 10/06
Nicholas V. Wachter  08/06

RENOVO**
Janet S. Guizar  01/06

SELI NSGROVE
Dr. Harry Derr II I  04/06
Shawn Felty  09/06
Dr. Elizabeth Fordon  04/06
Mary Alice Peterhaensel  01/06
Judy Spiegel  09/06
Paul F. Spiegel Jr  09/06
John L. Stokinger  03/06
Melissa Troppe  01/06

SHENAND OAH
Dana M.Gawrylik  10/06

SUNBURY
Charles R. Almond  02/06
Sidney J. Apfelbaum  07/06
Rachel A Weist Benner 11/06
Ned Clark  12/06
A Costello   07/06
Justin Dunkelberger  11/06
Theodore C.Fritz  07/06
Dr. Af tab A.Gazder  07/06
David Hargreaves  06/06
Alan Hertz  02/06
Richard F. Marzari  07/06
Cliff Park  04/06 
Todd Snyder  03/06
Catherine Ann Teisher  12/06

TAMA QUA**
Lynn Zimmerman  02/06

WI LL IAMSPOR T
Linda Herr   10/06
Tiffani Kase   12/06
Michael D. Wolf  05/06

** If your club has 2 asterisks you have not
had a new member during this 
“LEAD TH E WAY” 2006-2007 Rotary
year. There is still time to get a new 
member so that your club is eligible 
for the Presidential Citation.

If you have a NEW member missing from
this list it is because they have not been
added electronically to your club roster by
the club secretary. PLEASE email DG
Noreen and update your records promptly.

Membership Update By Club
A big WELCOME to all new members who have joined our clubs January-December 2006! 

District 7370 Membership currently at 917! Great job sponsors! 


