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Happy Holidays!
Joe (Giving & Receiving)

Joe was driving home one December evening, on a two-lane country road. Ever since the
Levis factory closed,he’d been unemployed,and with winter raging on, the chill had finally
hit home. It was a lonely road. Not many people had a reason to be on it, unless they were
leaving. It was starting to get dark and snow flurries were coming down.He almost didn’t see
the old lady stranded on the side of the road.But even in the dim light he could see she need-
ed help.He pulled up in front of her Mercedes and got out.Even with the smile on his face,
she was worried.No one had stopped to help for the last hour or so. Was he going to hurt her?
He didn’t look safe;he looked poor and hungry.He could see that she was frightened,stand-
ing out there in the cold.He said,“I’m here to help you ma’am.Why don’t you wait in the car
where it’s warm. By the way,my name is Joe.”

Joe crawled under the car looking for a place to put the jack, skinning his knuckles a time
or two. Soon he was able to change the tire.As he finished,she rolled down her window. She
told him that she was from St. Louis and was only just passing through.She couldn’t thank
him enough for coming to her aid.Joe just smiled.She asked how much she owed him.Any
amount would have been alright. She had imagined the awful things that could have hap-
pened had he not stopped.Joe never thought twice about the money.This was helping some-
one in need,and God knows there were plenty who had given him a hand in the past.He had
lived his whole life that way, and it never occurred to him to act any other way. He told her
that if she really wanted to pay him back, the next time she saw someone who needed help,
she could give that person the assistance that they needed,and Joe added “...and think of me.”

He waited until she started her car and drove off. It had been a cold and depressing day,
but he felt good as he headed home. A few miles down the road the lady saw a small cafe. She
went in to grab a bite to eat.It was a dingy restaurant.Her waitress came over and brought a
clean towel to wipe her wet hair. She had a sweet smile.The lady noticed that the waitress was
nearly eight months pregnant,but she never let the strain and aches change her attitude.The
old lady wondered how someone who had so little could be so giving to a stranger. Then she
remembered Joe.

Af ter the lady finished her meal,and the waitress went to get her change from a $100
bill, the lady slipped right out the door. She was gone by the time the waitress came back. She
noticed something written on a napkin. There were tears in her eyes,when she read what the
lady wrote. It said,‘You don’t owe me a thing, I've been there too. Someone once helped me
out, the way I'm helping you.If you really want to pay me back, here’s what you do. Don’t let
the chain of love end with you.’

Well, there were tables to clear, sugar bowls to fil l, and people to serve,but the waitress
made it through another day.That night when she got home from work and climbed into bed,
she was thinking about the money and what the lady had written.How could she have known
how much she and her husband needed it? W ith the baby due next month, it was going to be
hard.She knew how worried her husband was,and as he lay sleeping next to her, she gave him
a soft kiss and whispered soft and low, “Everything's gonna be alright, I love you Joe.”

--A uthor Unknown  
Like Joe,as Rotarians we can be proud ofour “service above self ” all year long. May the Holiday

season fill your hearts with love,laughter and quality time spent with your families.--DG Noreen

Meet Future
Governors

Corbett J. Monica
DGE 2007-2008

New Jersey native Corbett graduated
from Lehigh University in 1964 with a
B. A. in Foreign Careers.Corbett says,
“This degree served me in good stead
when Uncle Sam made me an offer I
couldn’t refuse and sent me to
Germany.” While working for a bank
in New Jersey he obtained a MBA
from Rutgers the State University.
Except for two years when he worked
as a CFO for an engineering company,
he has been in banking all his life and
now is Senior V.P., Commercial
Loans,with Sovereign Bank.

“My introduction to Rotary was
when I joined the Schenectady, New
York Rotary Club in 1977.I joined the
Vestal,New York Rotary Club in 1983
when my career moved me to
Binghamton, and became President
there in 1987.Since 1993,I have been
a member of the Lewisburg Sunrise
Rotary Club, serving as President in
1996.I have been Assistant Governor
for Milton, Downtown Lewisburg and
Lewisburg Sunrise Clubs since 2004
and am active in Rotary’s Student Ex-

--continued on page 2 



Foundation Dinner
February 17, 2007

Held in conjunction with District 7410 at
Genetti’s in Hazleton

District Conference
April 27, 28, 29, 2007

Come celebrate Mardi gras at the newly
remodeled Holidy Inn, East-Harrisburg.
More information will follow soon!

Rotary International
Conference

June 17-20, 2007
Join family, friends, and Rotarians from
around the world at Rotary's largest annu-
al get-together! Register online for the
2007 Rocky Mountain Rendezvous at
www.rotary.org! While in Member Access,
why not subscribe to the Meetings and
International Convention E-bulletin and
get the latest news?  Make your plans
now.

Plan your itinerary using the preliminary
program (PDF) that lists activities planned
by Rotary International and the Host
Organization Committee (HOC). Visit the
Host Organization Committee site to pur-
chase tickets to host events, sign up for
tours, and research nearby natural attrac-

tions and historic sites. 
Salt Lake City is within a day’s drive of

15 historic monuments and scenic nation-
al parks, including Yellowstone, Grand
Teton, and Arches. Why not plan a family
vacation? Reserve your hotel online and
take advantage of some of the lowest
rates ever! 

Enjoy stirring speakers such as Hyrum
Smith of Franklin Covey and sensational
entertainment including a performance by
renowned New Zealand opera singer
Dame Malvina Major. The inspiring open-
ing and closing ceremonies will also
include a Maori (New Zealand) welcome.

DISTRICT EVENTS

Have you ever had the
desire to see the beautiful

scenery of Utah?

Do you enjoy meeting
other Rotarians and 

sharing ideas?

If we can interest enough people, we can take 
District 7370 to the Rocky Mountain Rendezvous

2007 Salt Lake City Convention
June 17-20, 2007

For convention information check our district website

www.Rotary7370.net
District 7370 Chair Connie Wydra

Corbett J. Monica
(from page 1)
change program.

I also serve as Treasurer of the
Susquehanna Council Boy Scouts of
America. I am a Board Member of
the Union County IDC, Penn
College Foundation, SEDA-C OG
L oan Board and the Lycoming
Chapter, Pennsylvania Economy
League.

Patricia (Pat) and I have been
married since 1991.We share
Corbett and Julie Monica,Margaret
Monica, Stephen Monica  (from
previous marriage) and Christopher
and Katherine Zonio and T im and
Jennifer Donlin (daughters from
Pat’s previous marriage). Pat and I
are also blessed to have three grand-
children:Ariel Donlin, Jacob Donlin
and Estella Grace Monica (Corbett
& Julie).

Meet Future Governors
A. James Gruber        DGN 2008-2009

‘Jim’ has been a member of the Ashland Area Rotary Club since June of 1993.He has
served the club in a number of positions:

Vice President  1994-1995 & 1997-1998     
President  1995-1996 & 1998-1999
Club Treasurer  July 2001 to present
Club Membership Chair 2001 to present

In  District 7370, he is a graduate of Rotary
Leadership Institute and has served as Assistant
Governor to the Ashland,Elysburg, Mt. Carmel and
Shamokin Rotary Clubs, and as District
Membership Chair since 2003 to present.

Jim is the owner of Darcie-Ja, Inc. Bulk
Vending. He was Cubmaster of Ashland Cub Pack
#749 for many years and currently serves as

Committee Chairman of the Ashland Scouting program. He is past president of the
Ashland Recreation Board, served on Ashland Borough Council and was a director for
Citizens National Bank and Community Banks.

Jim & Darcie have been married since April 1960.As active Rotarians,they are co-
chairpersons of District 7370 Membership Committee. Both are Major Donors,multiple
Paul Harris Fellows and Benefactors of the Rotary Foundation. They are the proud par-
ents of three children,Deborah,Donna and John, all Paul Harris Fellows and have been
blessed with three wonderful grandchildren:Sarah,Wesley and David.



LETTER FROM PRAGUE
Sarah Houck,Ambassadorial Scholar

Dear Rotarians,
Ahoj from Praha!I ’ve been here a little over a month. What an amazing experience it has already been! I

can say truthfully that this is the most incredible experience I’ve had thus far in my entire life.I just feel so
lucky to be able to live here for an entire year.

I arrived in Prague after an 8-hour flight to Frankfurt and an 8-hour layover in that airport. Long lay-
overs after an international flight are not exactly the most pleasant.I somehow got myself to the dormitory,
called Kajatankaand lovingly referred to as the tank. My first night at the dorm I ate something that was
green---I actually have NO idea what it was,nor do I know what a lot of the food they served really was.I
just trust that it’s actually vegetarian when they say it is,even though in my Czech textbook in a menu lesson, they have listed under
vegetarian options:pizza se sunkou,pizza se salamem---i.e., pizza with ham,pepperoni pizza.Hmmmm? The beer here is rather incred-
ible---tasty and very strong.They serve beer everywhere and with everything. It ’s strange to me having beer served in a cafeteria as the
only option other than water. And the vending machines have beer and cigarettes in them ....right next to the chocolate.That’s some-
thing you’d never see in the U.S.!

The opening of the summer language program was a concert of music for organ,soprano, and baritone in a beautiful chapel right
near Charles Bridge.About two weeks later there was another concert sponsored by the program of a string quartet---apparently the
best string quartet in Prague! Right before the concert on the first day, I met an American named Anna,who is here on a Fulbright
scholarship for art history. She speaks Czech really well, and she’s become my closest friend here.

During the summer language program,I met many people from many different countries.The program has over 200 participants
from 50 different countries,which made language class rather interesting. I was the only American in my class,and only one of two
who speak English.Trying to understand Czech with a Korean,Chinese, Japanese, Mexican,Argentinean,Colombian,or British accent
makes things rather difficult. It was amazing to meet all these different people. Being in the dorm made it easy to meet and get to know
lots of different people. I learned a lot of Czech, but I also learned a lot about different cultures from around the globe. A lot of people
had very interesting reasons for studying Czech.Some just wanted to have a month-long vacation in Prague, others had significant oth-
ers who are Czech, others were interested in learning the language to become translators.

Language classes were some of the best I’ve ever taken.Based on the classes I’ve taken in the states,Americans tend to be more
timid about speaking and trying a new language.However, from the first day, everyone in my class was very enthusiastic about speak-
ing and communicating in Czech. Maybe it’s because we all spoke different languages and were thus forced to use Czech as the com-
mon language.It was very interesting to be in a class where people were talking the whole time.

One of my excursions was to Kutna Hora,which historically is rather interesting and has a gorgeous cathedral,but the coolest part
about the trip was seeing the bone church.The church is made of the remains of more than 40,000 people. Seriously. It was the most
disturbing, intriguing, spectacular thing I’ve seen.I took many pictures.Imaging garlands of skulls all over and an enormous chandelier
that contains at least one of each bone in the human body. I may have nightmares for years.

Another weekend,six of us went to Bratislava,the capital of Slovakia.It didn’t feel like a real capital city---more like a smaller
European city. It was really nice little place. In Prague I’ve gone to a few jazz clubs and regularly visit cafes.Fried cheese (smazeny syr)
off the street is probably the greatest thing ever invented.I’ve gone to football matches,which are rather fun but the fans are quite
intense. The crowd is as much fun to watch as the game.

I love the cultural atmosphere of the city. On any given day, you can see any kind of concert you like, go to any art exhibition, or
see an arthouse film. These events are generally free or quite inexpensive. Anna is an art history major, so she’s taken me to art exhibi-
tions and I’ve been learning a lot from her about the architecture of the city,as well as interesting things about monuments,especially
from Communist times.The Communists put a hammer and sickle onto art that they were restoring from the 1300s! Very interesting.

Last Wednesday, I was in a café waiting for a friend right off of Wenceslas square. Someone stole my purse right from beside my
feet! Luckily, I had my cell phone and keys in my pocket,so I was able to call home and have them cancel my credit cards.My purse
had all of my credit/debit cards as well as my passport and all other identification! I’m currently waiting for a new passport. It was a
stressful experience, but I’m glad it happened now, while I have had the time to deal with it.Everything in my purse was replaceable.
I’m glad I didn't have my camera with me!

I went to a symposium on think tanks in the Czech Republic.The ambassador from the U.S. to the Czech Republic was there,so
I got to meet him and hear him introduce the presenters in the morning. I really enjoyed the presentations,which were both in English
and Czech, and learned a lot from them.Before them,I didn't know exactly what think tanks are or what they do. Now I know. I also
learned that the Czech Republic is very involved with helping Iraq's transition to democracy,as well as Cuba,and various other coun-
tries,because they just recently experienced the transition.

As for classes,I’m taking Czech Music, which is an overview of music in the Czech Republic from Medieval times to
Contemporary Music; Czech and Eastern European History; Czech Film; and an interdisciplinary course on Czech Literature,
Architecture,and Culture.I apologize if my English grammar is odd---I seem to be having difficulty trying to speak English recently,
with all the Czech I’m speaking!

Sincerely,
Sarah Houck, sarah.houck@gmail.com



CLUB CORNER

Lewisburg Sunrise Rotary Club #28006
Membership, Lit eracy,Community Service, Just a Few ofour Accomplishments

The Lewisburg Sunrise Rotary Club has been adding mem-
bers to our district regularly. Since July 1,2006,we have installed
6 new members.We now have a total of 47 people in our club,
and hope to keep growing. DG Noreen O’Boyle had the honor
of inducting one of our new members on her visit to our club.

Lewisburg Sunrise also gave 147 Dictionaries to Mifflinburg
Area Elementary School 3rd graders in September. There are 4
elementary schools in the district, and 8 classrooms. They were
very well received. This is the 2nd year Lewisburg Sunrise has
participated in dictionary distribution, and this project is one of
the most rewarding and fulfil ling for myself. Each dictionary is
personalized with each child’s name on a bookplate in the front
of the book. The Rotary wheel,four way test,and our club’s name and date are also included. If your club is not participating in this

worthwhile project,you should be (www.dictionaryproject.com). It is great to see the student’s eyes
light up when they receive their very own personalized dictionary.

Some of Lewisburg Sunrise Rotary Club’s other adopted projects are cleaning a two- mile stretch
of highway along Route 45 in Lewisburg. We clean this twice a year. Monthly we donate items and,
or money to Susquehanna Valley Women in Transition, host a monthly birthday party for the elderly
at Buffalo Valley Lutheran Vil lage,support the local Libraries,and hold a flower sale every year for
community projects. Also, this year we are sponsoring two outgoing exchange students.I am very
proud to be a member and the president of this fine club. The Lewisburg Sunrise Rotary Club looks
forward to Leading the Way into 2007.

--Troy Berkheiser, Club President 

Rotary Club of Southern Schuylkill 
Helping Local Food Bank

Southern Schuylkil l club had a food drive for our annual clambake that was used to restock the Southern Schuylkil l Council of
Churches’food bank.We also donated close to $900 for the purchase of a refrigerator and freezer which was lost as the rest of the flood
of 2006.We shared the cost of this purchase with the Schuylkil l Haven Haven Lion’s Club as a joint project as they also donated $900
that purchased another refrigerator and freezer. We also sold beef sandwiches and chili at our town’s Borough Days as a fundraiser for
our scholarship fund,plus we had a chicken bar-b-que also as a fund raiser.

--John Dewitt, Club President

We’re Looking For Exchange Students!
Every year, about 8,000 young people from around the world participate in Rotary’s Youth Exchange Program. With
Youth Exchange, you can travel to another country, learn a new language, and see how people in another part of the
world live. You become not only part of another culture but also of your host families. They learn about your country,
your culture and your dreams while you learn about theirs. You will also learn about yourself and become a better,
more confident person. As an unofficial ambassador for Rotary and for your country, you will bring the world closer
together while you’re making lifetime friends.Rotary has both long-term and short-term exchange programs. The first is
for the full academic year while the latter is usually during summer vacation. Students for either exchange are selected
by a sponsoring Rotary Club on the basis of a written application and personal interview.

REQUIREMENTS
• Must be between 15 and 18 1/2 years old at the time of departure      • Above average academic achievement
• Outgoing and adventuresome    • Flexible and open to living in a different culture

Youth Exchange is open to the children of Rotarians as well as those of non-Rotarians. When students return,
they will be asked to share their experiences with family, friends, Rotary Clubs, their school and community so that
other young people can learn about Youth Exchange and our global neighbors.



December Celebrates the Family of Rotary 
Friendship was the foundation, the rock on which Rotary service was built.The Family of Rotary resource Group will encourage
clubs to care for Rotarians,their families,and members of the larger Rotary family,thereby strengthening clubs and instilling a sense
of integrity, tolerance, and unselfishness in the next generation.

Over the next year, the Family of Rotary resource group will provide guidance to Rotary clubs and districts,and encourage them
to promote projects and activities to enhance every Family of Rotary member’s experience. In addition, the resource group will
encourage every Rotarian to celebrate December as Family Month. By boosting membership and participation in Rotary clubs,the
success of the “Family of Rotary”concept will help to ensure Rotary’s continued presence as a vital instrument of service in the cen-
tury ahead.

Specifically, the Family ofRotary is:
* Rotarians’family members    * Spouses    * W idows and widowers    * Children    * Grandchildren    * Other relatives

The larger Rotary family includes:
* Our neighbors in other clubs and districts around the world    * Rotary Foundation alumni    * RYLA participants    
* Group Study Exchange members    * Rotary Youth Exchange students    * Rotaractors    * Interactors
* Inner Wheel and other spouse groups         * Global Networking Groups (Rotary Fellowships & Rotarian Action Groups)

Supporting Family ofRotary is ofcritical importance because it:
* Builds lifelong friendships    * Enhances our personal families’relationships    * Builds world understanding and peace
* Improves international solidarity and tolerance   * Contributes to membership growth
* Contributes to diversity of age, gender, race, ethnicity,culture, religion, and profession   * Improves Rotary’s public image
* Strengthens clubs and the commtment to service

Coming in January 2007:Rotary Awareness Month

Welcome New Members
BERWICK:  
Sudershan ‘Shawn’ Chadha
retail sales
Sponsor: David Vaughn

ELYSBURG:
Bill RIchie
branch manager, banking
Sponsor: Pauline O’Brien

FRACKVILLE:  
Joseph Mashack & Kim Mashack

HEGINS VALLEY-VIEW:
Jason D. Stutzman
medical/health care

LEWISBURG: 
Lev Flournoy
contractor/student

Michael Dardan
financial advisor

LEWISBURG SUNRISE:
John Kador
author

Paul Gedroiz
financial/investments advisor

PORT CARBON: 
LeRoy P. Guldin                                 
mechanic
Sponsor: Ed Shamonsky

SUNBURY: 
Justin Dunkelberger
civil engineer
Sponsor: Jesse Woodring

Terry Roden
secondary school principal
Sponsor: Chas. Saylor

Rachel A. Weist Benner
attorney
Sponsor: Thomas Boop

For all Rot arians & Clubs that
remit dues & send 

contributions to N. America

Effective 1 October 2006, lockbox
addresses are changing for Rotary

International, The Rotary Foundation,
and The Rotary Foundation (Canada).

For a complete listing of clubs and
districts affected by this change in

mailing address, please consult the
Rotary website. For Rotarians and

clubs that remit payments and contri-
butions to the US, send membership

dues and payments to Rotary
International:

Rotary International
14255 Collections Center Drive

Chicago, IL 60693 

Send contributions to 
The Rotary Foundation:
The Rotary Foundation

14280 Collections Center Drive
Chicago, IL 60693

www.Rotary.org



October ATTENDANCE
Numbers       Members Attendance      Meetings
10/01/06        10/31/06            %                   #

Ashland         28               28 68.4% 5
Berwick 27 28 69.0% 3
Bloomsburg 48 48 49.0% 3
Danville --NO REPORT--
Downtown
Lewisburg --NO REPORT--
Downtown 
Lock Haven 20 20 42.5% 4
Elysburg --NO REPORT--
Frackville 30 32 70.0% 4
Hegins-
Valley View 25 25 91.0% 4
Hughesville --NO REPORT--
Lewisburg 
Sunrise 45 47 64.0% 4
Lock Haven 56 56 52.3 3
Mahanoy Citv 9 9 85.0% 5
Mill Hall Sunrise  --NO REPORT--
Milton 40 40 75.0% 5
Minersville 20 20 78.0% 5
Montoursville --NO REPORT--
Mount Carmel --NO REPORT--
Muncy 28 28 57.0% 4
Port Carbon --NO REPORT--
Pottsville --NO REPORT--
Renovo 34 34 77.0% 4
Ringtown --NO REPORT--
Selinsgrove --NO REPORT--
Shamokin 15 15 63.0% 4
Shenandoah --NO REPORT--
So. Schuvlkill 30 30 37.0% 4
Sunbury 62 61 64.0% 4
Tamaqua --NO REPORT--
Tower-Citv Porter 14 14 49.98% 5
West Snyder/
Beaver Springs 17 17 83.5% 5
Williamsport 59 58 56.75% 5

The District Website has a new webmaster, Bob Lombard, of the Berwick
Club. Bob has reworked the district pages, updated the format and removed
some of the older content. If you have anything you need added to the site,

send an email to Bob and he will get them on the website for you.
Check our District website frequently for updates and more information:

www.rotary7370.net

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRS

When a new member is 
installed in your club: 

Immediately add them to your
club roster on www.Rotary.org 

Explain their personal MEMBER
ACCESS to www.Rotary.org 

Send the following info to 
District Membership Chairs 

Darcie & Jim Gruber
912 Centre S t. 

Ashland, P A 17921
570-875-2805

Darcie57@yahoo.com

1. Name of new member 
2. Address  

3. Classification
4. Place of Employment 

5. Sponsor

DEADLINES
March 25, 2007

PRESIDENTIAL CITATIONS
DG Noreen O’Boyle

March 25, 2007
RI RECOGNITION OF

MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVES
DG Noreen O’Boyle

KITS AVAILABLE
Clubs can now educate prospective

and new members about Rotary
more easily by using a series of

membership kits that contain a vari-
ety of prepackaged RI publications

and videos. The 5 kits offer prospec-
tive and new members a basic
understanding of the programs,
structure, and history of Rotary
International and The Rotary

Foundation. The kits can also com-
plement a club’s existing member

orientation program (or assist clubs
in developing their own) and provide

a simple method of distributing
essential Rotary information.

Clubs are encouraged to purchase
the kits and share the materials with

prospective and new members.
For more info: www.Rotary.org


